The 'handbook' title implies a pithy, accessible, easily-carried, essential element of the houseman\'s arsenal. While the book was useful at ward level, it was in more of a reference role than as a crucial bedside tool.

It is well structured. It is divided into three main sections, with lists of differential diagnoses associated with particular symptoms, signs and abnormal investigative findings. It was most useful in formulating an extended differential in the complex patient; and as a guide to further investigation. The section on the chest x-ray was excellent, providing succinct descriptions and exhaustive explanations for a range of chest film abnormalities.

The book would be a beneficial addition to any medical ward either at the nurses\' station or in the doctors\' office. It offers a different perspective to most of the other pocket books on the market. However, it does not provide fundamental information critical to daily beside decision-making. We would recommend this book for consultation at ward level but not as an indispensable purchase for every junior doctor.
